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A mandate for bovine TB eradication in Wales:

= A farmer’s point of view s
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The Evolution of Bovine TB
Eradication Policy in Wales

Wales has religiously followed a TB
eradication policy that explicitly focuses on
disease in cattle, below is a timeline of some
of the most predominant TB Eradication
policy changes in Wales:

1998-2009

The number of bTB incidents
in cattle in Wales doubled
every 4.3 years
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Every herd in Wales tested annually, with more
frequent testing depending on breakdown status
and areas

Pre-movement
testing of cattle
was introduced
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prevalence attle moving into Low TB Areas
from other areas of Wales

Intensive Action Area established,
enhanced cattle controls and badger
vaccination
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The persistent threat
of Bovine TB places an
immeasurable strain on
the mental health of
farmers and the wider
industry
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Seeing cattle forcibly
removed is a traumatic
experience for all
involved

Disease control
measures create
financial instability,
a situation that is
unsustainable for Welsh
family farms

£75-%0 MuiLoN

Estimated annual cost of Bovine TB
Eradication to Welsh tax payers.

£21.4 MILLION

The compensation (market value) paid for the
12,994 cattle slaughtered in 2024/25 as a result
of Bovine TB Approximately £7 million over
original Welsh Government budget allocation.

The removal of each
animal severely impacts
the wellbeing and
economic viability of
family farms in Wales.

NO COMPENSATION

Lack of Compensation for Consequential Losses: Farmers receive
no compensation for lost revenue, milk production, breeding
lines, or delays in re-stocking.

££L

Additional Operational Costs
Uncompensated expenses include
costs for extra feed, bedding and
housing, as well as restrictions on
selling and restocking animals.

SIGNIFICANT LOSSES

Producers face significant losses - often tens of
thousands of pounds - that increase with herd size, the
duration of the breakdown, and the number of animals
slaughtered.

RRoADER EcoNoMic |MPACT

Reduced business confidence restricts farm investment and expansion, which
negatively affects local secondary and tertiary businesses.

Additional controls and movement restrictions can also lead to changes in cattle
management practices such that cattle are finished on farms where they are born rather
than being sold as store animals to farms more suited to finishing. This will lead to an
increase in feed and fodder inputs, with implications in terms of stocking densities,
nutrient limits and infrastructure costs.



Of the 78 culture-confirmed human What is the current situation?
Trade cases in 2024, only 1% were due to
M.bovis - the same bacteria that
causes TB in cattle

10 year stats from 2016-2025:

The domestic trade of cattle is deeply

impacted by the restrictions imposed on
the movement of cattle, with the trade of 9 2,375 22,321 ) 69 5 ?’é{% DECQEASE

animals from breakdown herds remaining PUinC Health
weak despite initiatives to facilitate trade Cattle slaughtered as Cattle have been TB tested In the number of registered
avenues. a result of a positive Welsh cattle holdings
In the 1950s, the UK established a Bovine TB test
International trade is also impacted by compulsory Bovine TB Eradication
the presence of Bovine TB, where market Programme to protect human health
access to potential trading avenues are and access trade opportunities with
compromised. Compounding the issue, export markets. Controls such as
the routine pasteurisation of milk % Herds NOT under restriction
The World Organisation for Animal and vaccination programmes have o0 ° The percentage of Welsh herds not under
Health (WOAH) requires measures to be contributed to the relatively rare Bovine TB restriction in 2025 stood at
implemented to prevent transmission of occurrence of TB infection in o6 \ 94.75%. As illustrated by the graph, there is
infection from wildlife to cattle. humans in Wales. —~ a stagnation in progress with the number
o \ of herds not under restrictions for over the
\ N last decade. Continuing with the same
o \ ~ [ Y—— suite of measures will not succeed in
vV \/ eradicatingTB from Welsh herds by 2041,
c . c . . : the target set by the Welsh Government to
BIOd IverSIty & WI Idfl res 92195;6 zo‘oo 20‘04 2c;os 2812 2(‘)16 2(;20 2324 reach an Officially TB Free Status.
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Key Asks

for Bovine TB Eradication in Wales

Our family run cattle farms in Wales have for years had to follow tranche after tranche of
mandatory disease control policies imposed upon cattle and cattle movements; policies
of which have introduced substantial costs and disruption but have failed to control and
reduce the prevalence of Bovine TB in Wales.

The family farms that comprise the Welsh cattle industry are in desperate need for a change

in direction to the approach of TB eradication. Below are the proposals for improvements
demanded by FUW members in order to make headway in eradicating Bovine TB.

Strategic asks:

platform, with Agent access. content on the TBHub.
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Practical asks:

Communication and Support
1 | 2 3

Increase the availability Provide the ‘Option’ for Review and allow
of Case Vets, so that each increased involvement interjections to pause
farmer in Wales dealing of private vets in automated letter mail-outs
with TB in their herd is communication and in complicated breakdown
allocated a Case Vet. action surrounding a TB situations to avoid farmers
breakdown. receiving conflicting
messages.

4 5 6

Explore the options for a Support and facilitate the Urgently review the service
digital communication - Welsh language and policy of CymorthTB.

No. of reactor cattle slaughtered Wales herd prevalence (%)
per 1000 cattle tested (All Wales)
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Domestic Trade

The value of remaining livestock from breakdown herds is severely diminished,
massively impacting the businesses of family farms in Wales. Support for initiatives
for widening avenues to strengthen the trade of livestock from breakdown herds is
required.

In doing so, welfare issues due to overstocking would ease, and the provisions would
support the sustainability and economic viability of the cattle industry in Wales in
line with seven goals of The Well-being of Future Generation Act (Wales) 2015.

By trusting stringent biosecurity measures,
the FUW advocates for:

Exploring options to allow Orange Markets to be
conducted in the Intermediate TB Area North.
Grant permission for TB Isolation Units to be set
up in the Intermediate TB Area North.

Allow for Approved Finishing Units to be located
in both Intermediate TB Areas of Wales.
Streamline application process for all
specialised Bovine TB units.

Severe interpretation

Postive TB test

WALES ENGLAND
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Height of lump
Inconclusive
reactor

Negative TB test

Avian lump Bovine lump Bovine lump

Align cross-border test interpretation. Currently there are differences between Inconclusive
Reactor (IR) skin test interpretation in England and Wales. Wales has adopted a wider
interpretation measurement to identify IR cattle. Where the Bovine lump reaction is 2mm
below or 2mm greater than the comparative Avian lump, an IR result is given. In England,
the IR result is given when the Bovine lump is up to 2Zmm more than the Avian lump. The
conseqguences of the divergence in interpretation is that some IR cattle tested in Wales
would be interpreted as ‘Clear’ tested cattle in England. This is a situation that is causing
resentment and unfairness especially among cross-border communities.



CYMRU

=
]
=T
-3
=L
=




