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Overview




The regulations have created significant financial, practical and administrative pressures
for farm businesses across Wales, particularly for family farms, tenant farmers, new
entrants and small and medium-sized holdings.

High infrastructure costs, particularly slurry storage and associated works

Fixed closed periods that do not always reflect weather, soil conditions or crop need
The 170kg/ha nitrogen limit, which is a major concern for grassland livestock farms
Complex record keeping and paperwork requirements, which are time-consuming
and often disproportionate

Planning and SuDS barriers that can delay or prevent necessary investment
Enforcement and penalties, which add further financial and psychological pressure
Conflicts between bovine TB (bTB) restrictions and manure management
requirements, where movement restrictions can increase slurry volumes and reduce
management options, making compliance with storage and nutrient management
requirements significantly more difficult

FUW position

The FUW has consistently argued that water quality must be improved,
but that the current regulatory approach is not the most effective means
of achieving this.

The decision to apply Control of Agricultural Pollution (“NVZ-style”)
regulations across the whole of Wales does not adequately reflect the
diversity of Welsh farming systems or target regulatory effort where
environmental risk is greatest. The FUW
continues to support a more targeted, risk-

based approach that focuses on outcomes Environmental
rather than blanket regulation. policy will only
succeed if it
In both its 2021 and 2026 Senedd Election is practical,
Manifestos, the FUW warned of the potential affordable and
economic and environmental consequences of developed in
this approach and called for a more innovative, partnership with
targeted system tailored to Welsh farming the industry

systems and regional variation.

Family farms are committed to producing
sustainable food while protecting the
environment. Environmental policy will only
succeed if it is practical, affordable and developed in partnership with the
industry. The FUW therefore supports a regulatory framework that delivers
measurable improvements in water quality while maintaining viable farm
businesses and resilient rural communities.




Key issues with the current regulations







What FUW is calling for

The FUW calls on the Welsh Government to work with the farming industry to deliver a more
affordable, proportionate and sustainable approach to tackling water pollution.

L

Review and reform
the regulations

Replace the current one-
size-fits-all system with
a more targeted and
proportionate framework,
developed in partnership
with the industry and
based on risk, evidence and
practical outcomes.

A

Revisit the nitrogen
limit framework

Develop a fair and workable
long-term approach
to the 170kg/ha limit,
particularly for grassland
livestock systems, ensuring
environmental outcomes
while maintaining farm
viability.

Y

Move to arisk-based
system

Focus regulatory effort
on high-risk activities and
high-risk areas, rather than

applying blanket rules

across all farms.

5

Simplify record keeping

Reduce duplication and
ensure record keeping

requirements are practical,

proportionate and
supportive of on-farm
decision-making.

7

3

8

Introduce practical
alternatives to closed
periods

Enable greater flexibility
for slurry spreading based
on weather, soil and crop
conditions, supported by
data, technology and risk
assessment.

6

Address wider barriers
to compliance

Improve coordination
across planning, SuDS
and regulatory systems
to reduce delays,
inconsistencies and
unnecessary barriers to
investment.

Recognise the impact of
bovine TB restrictions

Introduce appropriate
regulatory provisions for
holdings affected by bovine
TB restrictions where
disease control measures
significantly affect
compliance with

the regulations.

Improve monitoring
and evidence

Strengthen water quality
monitoring and data
collection to ensure future
policy is based on robust
evidence and outcomes,
not blanket regulation or
modelling assumptions.




Conclusion

Acronyms

FUW - Farmers’ Union of Wales
NRW - Natural Resources Wales
RPW - Rural Payments Wales
ENMA - Enhanced Nutrient

Management Approach
NVZ - Nitrate Vulnerable Zone

SuDS - Sustainable Drainage Systems
RIA - Regulatory Impact Assessment
ETRA - Senedd Economy, Trade and

Rural Affairs Committee
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