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President’s Foreword
As all corners of society recover from recent and ongoing global events, Local Authorities will
have a big part to play in ensuring that Wales’ local communities, economies, society and
cultures thrive.
Nevertheless, the increasing burden on Local Authorities alongside cuts to annual budget
allocations must not be underestimated.
While there remains a great deal of pressure on Local Authorities to maintain and improve local
areas and services, one of the biggest lessons global events such as the Covid-19 pandemic
and ongoing Russian war on Ukraine has taught us is the importance of maintaining our food
security.
The FUW continues to be clear that Wales’ family farms lie at the centre of our rural economy,
culture and landscape, supporting hundreds of thousands of jobs and tens of thousands
of businesses involved in the Welsh food supply industry, and making innumerable other
contributions to the well-being of Welsh and UK residents - benefits central to which is the
production of food, our most precious commodity alongside water.
As such, there is progress to be made in terms of bolstering and in many cases reconnecting the
sustainable and environmentally friendly food produced in Wales with our local communities
and public sectors in order to maintain and increase our food security, reduce our reliance on
imported products and work towards reaching net zero.
Local Authorities clearly have a role to play in doing this in terms of their procurement policies,
while the many other functions they undertake play a central role in meeting environmental
objectives while protecting local communities, employment, society and cultures.
This manifesto provides the FUW’s views on how this should be done in relation to a number of
key areas relevant to those authorities.
The FUW is not affiliated with any political party, and therefore has a duty to work with all Local
Authorities and elected Councillors, irrespective of their political persuasions.
To this end, the Union is committed to continuing to work with the Welsh Local Government
Association’s Rural Forum on matters of mutual interest, and we welcome the Forum’s proactive
approach in recognising and reflecting the particular importance of our agriculture and food
industries to Wales’ rural communities and economy.
The FUW also remains committed to working with County Councillors and representatives of
each of the twenty-two Local Authorities in Wales, to ensure that the role of agriculture, food
production and family farms in our communities is reflected at every level of decision making.
Yours faithfully,

Glyn Roberts
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Local Procurement
The Covid-19 pandemic and ongoing Russian war on Ukraine has demonstrated how sensitive
food supply chains and agricultural commodities can be to global events, serving as a
stark reminder of the dangers of relying on food imports. Such events have highlighted the
importance of maintaining a strong domestic production and processing base in order to
provide for local and wider UK commodity markets.
The FUW believes that all Local Authorities, Government departments and public bodies have a
duty to lead by example by supporting Wales’ farming and food industry.
Such support can come in many forms, such as through regular meetings with Councillors,
retailers, processors and producers in order to bolster the profile of Welsh produce, and ensuring
planning decisions take account of local food.
The local procurement of food through establishments such as schools provides an opportunity
for authorities to shorten supply chains, support the high environmental and animal welfare
standards Welsh farmers must adhere to, and bolster circular economies while avoiding the
implications of cheaper food imports on public health and the environment.
Whilst the proportion of food procured locally by some public bodies has increased over
recent years, there remain a significant number of administrations which fail to support Welsh
agriculture, choosing instead to accept produce from countries which often fail to meet the high
production standards which are a statutory requirement in Wales. Moreover, the nature of some
procurement contracts means that what appears to be a commitment to procuring Welsh and
UK produce within procurement rules can be circumvented by carefully worded clauses.
As Plaid Cymru and the Labour Welsh Government continue with their ambitions to increase
Welsh public sector procurement and extend free school meals to all primary school pupils
over the next three years, Local Authorities and Councillors must ensure that future policies
meaningfully achieve their objectives for the benefit of Welsh food producers and consumers.

The FUW therefore calls on Local Authorities to:
• Proactively support local processors and abattoirs and an
expansion of food processing capacity, in order to create
jobs and retain a greater proportion of supply chain value in
Wales
• Recognise that local procurement represents an
opportunity for public spending to invest in Welsh
businesses and jobs
• Recognise the benefits to the environment and the
National Health Service of procuring higher quality Welsh
produce
• Ensure that the implementation of policies and statutory
regulations do not discourage the opening of new abattoirs
and processing facilities or lead to further closures of
current businesses
• Instigate procurement policies which encourage the
creation of new companies and cooperatives in order to
bring benefits to local employment
• Meet regularly with retailers and processors in order to
encourage transparency and fairness within the food chain,
and equitable practices and farmgate prices which support
Wales’ farmers and economy
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County Council Farm Holdings
With around 30% of the total farmland in Wales being managed through formal and informal
tenancy agreements, such opportunities provide young entrants an essential way into the agricultural industry.
The Welsh Government’s 2019 Agriculture in Wales report highlighted that 9% of businesses that
applied for the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) and/or Glastir in 2018 did so for farms comprised
entirely of tenanted land, whilst a further 39% comprised both owned and rented land.
As such, the circa 950 farm holdings in Wales that are owned and let by County Councils provide
a significant contribution to the number of holdings offered under tenancy agreements to young
entrants.
However, over the decades financial pressures and other pressures have led many Local Authorities to sell off such holdings, while others have succeeded in retaining a significant number of
holdings.
Such sales have led to the area of council land available in Wales falling by 25%, to around 13,000
hectares, over the past decade, raising barriers for those wishing to enter the farming sector.
Section 39 of the Agriculture Act 1970 requires that Local Authorities, “... having regard to the
general interests of agriculture and of good estate management, shall make it their general aim
to provide opportunities for persons to be farmers on their own account by letting holdings to
them”.
In November 2008, Sir Donald Curry, as Chairman of the Sustainable Farming and Food Delivery
Group, published “The Importance of the County Farms Service to the Rural Economy”; an up to
date guide for Local Authorities encouraging them to recognising the strategic importance of
land holdings, and the commercial and societal benefits they can provide.
Despite its age, and while it was primarily aimed at English Local Authorities, the report’s key
messages are as relevant to Welsh authorities today as they were then.
The report concluded that farms owned and managed by Local Authorities are an important,
strategic, national asset that should be retained, and that these farms assist Local Authorities
in meeting wider regional economic, countryside and environmental objectives and provide an
essential route into farming for new entrants.

The report recommended that:
1.

Greater networking and collaboration in the management of Local Authority Estates should
be pursued

2. Regional Economic Strategies should recognise the importance of the County Farm structure as a crucial entry point for new entrants to agriculture
3. Local Authorities should carry out strategic reviews of their estates so that policy decisions
on the retention, disposal or acquisition of land take a longer-term view seeking to maximise
revenue from development whilst not undermining the principal objectives of the estates
4. Local Authorities should make greater effort to develop the wider benefits that their land
holding could provide particularly in regard to renewable energy, local food, public access,
education, employment and the broader rural economy
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The report drew the following conclusions:
a.

Local Authority smallholding estates are an important, strategic, national asset that
should be retained

b.

More effort should be made to support existing and future tenants on these estates to
sustain their businesses either on the smallholding estates or in actually encouraging
moves in the future into the private sector

c.

There should be greater collaboration between individual County farm estates to help
effective management

d.

Local Authorities should seek to manage their disposals of land from estates in a
more patient and thoughtful way to maximise revenue from development sales whilst
not undermining the principal objectives of the estates. Some of this development profit
should be used to re-invest in the estate

e.

Local Authorities should pay greater attention to the wider benefits derived from
owning and managing their estates and should regard Local Authority Farms as a vital
part of the wider regional economic strategy

In addition to the uncertainty faced by the Welsh farming industry due to the biggest reform in
agricultural support policies since the UK joined the European Union, the industry faces additional pressures due to the Welsh Government’s Water Resources (Control of Agricultural Pollution) (Wales) Regulations 2021.
Notwithstanding the ongoing review of this legislation, given the substantial costs involved in
complying with the regulations - a proportion of which falls on landowners, including Local Authorities - and the need to seek and obtain planning permission, employ contractors and complete works, it is essential that Local Authorities and Councillors work closely with farmers and
the industry to bring holdings up to required standards, and that County Council Holdings are
seen as assets that warrant investment in order to protect the long term interests of communities.
The pressure on land is only increasing and - rather than selling their largest assets in some parts
of Wales or changing their use - County Councils should seek to make farm tenancy agreements
more flexible to enable tenants to run viable family farming businesses, alongside meeting net
zero targets through initiatives such as agroforestry and renewable energy production.
With the correct support, County Council holdings can and will continue to contribute to local
circular economies, rural communities and Wales’ environmental, social and cultural assets.

The FUW therefore calls on Local Authorities to:
• Recognise the importance of County Council farm holdings
for the tenant farming sector, Welsh agriculture and Wales’
environment, social and cultural objectives
• Support County Council farm tenants in doing their part
towards increasing Wales’ food security in light of current
and future global pressures
• Work with their tenants and invest into their farm holdings
to ensure that they comply with statutory obligations and
regulations
• Encourage the Welsh Government and Senedd to ensure
the current review of the Water Resources (Control of
Agricultural Pollution) (Wales) Regulations 2021 results in
proportionate and affordable legislation
• Retain and invest in County Council holdings to enable
tenants and Local Authorities to become net zero by using
complimentative initiatives
• Assess the wider social, economic and environmental
benefits and/or disadvantages when considering the
disposal of land, and ensure that local people are properly
consulted before any decisions are made
• Recognise the continued validity of the recommendations
made in Sir Donald Curry’s “The Importance of the County
Farms Service to the Rural Economy” report
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EU Replacement Funds
Shared Prosperity Fund
The UK Shared Prosperity Fund (SPF) is a UK Government-allocated fund intended to replace EU
Structural Funding. However, while the fund was first announced in 2017, details have been slow
to emerge, leading to major uncertainty for interested parties, including Local Authorities.
Such uncertainty has been exacerbated by the delays that occurred in announcing the outcome
of Community Renewal Fund (CRF) applications - the funding stream intended to bridge the
gap between the end of EU Structural Funding and the introduction of the SPF.
Moreover, while the announcement in November 2021 of £47 million in funding for successful
Welsh CRF applications was welcome, the Welsh Government has highlighted that had UK
Government commitments been honoured, Wales would have been receiving £375 million in
new money each year from January 2021.
As such, it would appear that the UK Government’s replacement for EU Structural Funding will
fall short of the previous budget by around £750 million over the period 2021-22 to 2023-24,
and the FUW shares the concerns of the WLGA and Welsh Government regarding not only this
apparent cut in funding, but also the circumvention of devolved influence over how funding is
allocated.
While the administration of EU Structural Funds was subject to often frustrating bureaucratic
processes, this nevertheless ensured at least a degree of scrutiny, and while the UK Government
has issued monitoring and evaluation guidance for CRF project deliverers, it remains to be seen
whether these are sufficient - not least given recent experience in terms of coronavirus related
spending and contracts.
Notwithstanding such concerns, it is essential that when dealing with or making applications for
such funding, Local Authorities and Councillors take account of the role of agriculture and food
production in helping meet the objectives of such funding, and work closely with the farming
community and local FUW branches in order to maximise the benefits of funding.

Rural Development Funding
While the successor of the EU Rural Development Programme (RDP) will continue to be run
by the Welsh Government, it is also subject to similar concerns in terms of uncertainty and
the impact of UK Government cuts to the budget, which mean Welsh agriculture and rural
development will, by 2025, have received around a quarter of a billion pounds less than would
have been the case had the 2019 EU budget been fixed.
Such concerns also extend to the monitoring of future rural development spending, and in this
context it is notable that despite the strict rules in place under the EU RDP, a June 2020 Welsh
Auditor General’s report found £53 million in EU RDP funding had been issued by the Welsh
Government without proper scrutiny.
While Local Authorities are not directly involved in many aspects of Rural Development
interventions, where they are it is essential that they recognise the broad range of benefits that
accrue for entire communities, landscapes and the environment when the roles and interests of
family farms, and agricultural and food businesses are taken account of.
Moreover, given the central role played by Local Authorities and Councillors in terms of
facilitating developments that may be funded through the RDP or its successor - for example, in
terms of planning applications for certain types of RDP funded farm development - it is essential
that barriers are minimised and proactive assistance is provided by Local Authorities and
Councils wherever possible.

The FUW calls on Local Authorities
and Councillors to:
• Continue to lobby the UK Government to increase
EU replacement funding by the circa £1 billion over
the coming years such that it matches previous EU
funding levels, and therefore honours UK Government
commitments
• Support the allocation of such funding on a needs
basis, and in a manner that is transparent and properly
monitored and scrutinised
• Support the creation of dedicated independent
programme monitoring committees by the Welsh and
UK Governments for each fund, in order to ensure such
scrutiny
• Work together with the UK Government, Welsh
Government, and other Local Authorities, regardless of
political differences, to administer the EU replacement in
efficient and effective ways to support our communities
• Seek to invest EU replacement funds in businesses
involved in the agriculture and food supply chains in
order to generate wealth and employment, grow circular
economies, maximise environmental benefits, and help
Wales meet its net-zero commitments
• Work with farmers and the FUW to this end
• Minimise barriers and bureaucracy for those businesses
making investments paid for by EU replacement funds
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Local Housing
The impacts associated with the rise in second home ownership Wales has experienced over
recent years have become a serious concern for the FUW, given the difficulties created for
members of farming families and farm workers wishing to buy or rent homes in their local
communities.
As suggested by Dr Simon Brooks in the ‘Second Homes: Developing new policies in Wales’
report, the implications of Brexit and the Covid-19 pandemic have meant that rural communities
have become “more vulnerable and [now] face stiff competition for resources in the housing
market”, pricing large proportions of local people out of their communities.
While the FUW continues to engage with the Welsh Government as it consults on
recommendations set out in the ‘Second Homes: Developing new policies in Wales’ report and
the ‘three pronged approach’, the Union strongly believes that this should be considered as a
pan-Wales issue for the agricultural community, given that around 80% of the total agricultural
land in Wales is situated in the seven counties which contain two-thirds of all second homes.
As such, ensuring that Planning Policy Wales takes into account the prevalence of second homes
and short-term holiday lets within a local area when considering housing requirements and
policy approaches in Local Development Plans is welcomed. However, Local Authorities and the
Welsh Government must recognise that building estates of social and affordable housing for the
benefit of local people cannot be considered as a silver bullet for solving the second home crisis
- moreover, there is a real danger that to do so without taking action on other fronts will result in
the ghettoisation of many Welsh communities.
The FUW therefore believes that the spending of additional revenue generated by increasing the
maximum council tax premium to 300% and higher rates of Land Transaction Tax for second
homes should be more transparent and be ring fenced for
a.
b.
c.
d.

Alleviating the impacts of second homes and short-term holiday lets
Bringing long-term empty homes back into use to provide safe, secure and affordable
homes
Supporting Local Authorities in increasing the supply of affordable housing and
enhancing the sustainability of local communities and
Encouraging the renovation and compulsory purchase of properties which are
unoccupied for a prolonged period for the benefit of local people in rural areas.

Furthermore, amending Part C of Schedule 1 of the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes)
Order 1987 (UCO) to accommodate three separate use classes for primary homes, secondary
homes and short-term holiday lets, along with revisions to primary legislation as proposed by
the Welsh Government, would allow for Local Authorities to better distinguish between such
dwellings.
While the FUW believes that the revised use classes would only generate a significant amount
of extra work for those planning authorities in areas where there is a high prevalence of second
homes and short-term holiday lets, how the Welsh Government proposes for Local Authorities to
monitor and enforce such criteria effectively remains unclear.
Notwithstanding the above, care needs to be taken to avoid unforeseen circumstances as
regards accommodation provided during periods of the year to agricultural workers in houses
that are owned by farm businesses, since such accommodation provides significant advantages
for workers and the farming community.
There also remains a lack of clarity as to how accommodation provided through platforms
such as AirBnB can be differentiated from farmers who have genuinely diversified into on-farm
accommodation.
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While both examples may be considered as short-term holiday accommodation, many of those
who purchase second homes let them out as an AirBnB to subsidise their mortgage repayments,
whereas developments on farms provide the same type of accommodation without reducing
the number of homes on the market for local buyers.
As such, and despite the FUW proposing an increase from 70 to 140 days for a self-catered
accommodation unit to be let during any 12 month period to be eligible for business rates,
diversified agricultural businesses should be excluded from such changes in the event of the
Welsh Government increasing the threshold to 182 days given the nature of farming - which
generates the largest proportion of income for such businesses - and the sheer competitiveness
of the holiday let market.

The FUW therefore calls on Local Authorities
and Councillors to:
• Apply higher council tax premiums to second homes and
ensure that the spending of such additional revenue is more
transparent and ring fenced for alleviating the impacts of
second homes and short-term holiday lets
• Better distinguish between primary homes, secondary
homes and short-term holiday lets by working with the Welsh
Government on amending planning legislation and policy,
and enforce the revised criteria effectively
• Avoid unforeseen circumstances for genuine business
owners and farmers who have diversified into self-catered
accommodation, and as regards to accommodation provided
during periods of the year to agricultural workers in houses
that are owned by farm businesses while amending policies
designed to alleviate the impacts of second homes
• Introduce a statutory registration scheme in order to closely
monitor the number of AirBnB and holiday home type
properties in Wales alongside identifying the bureaucratic
barriers landlords are facing when attempting to provide for
the rented sector
• Ensure that policies designed to alleviate the impacts
of second homes are able to differentiate between
accommodation provided through platforms such as AirBnB
and farmers who have genuinely diversified into on-farm
accommodation
11

Sustainable Tourism
The importance of tourism to Wales’ economy and the incomes of many farms that have
diversified cannot be understated, yet the Covid-19 pandemic has highlighted some of the
problems tourism can cause for rural communities, designated areas and housing affordability
and availability.
This is particularly pertinent for farmers; many farm businesses have diversified into tourism,
which provides an important supplementary income for their businesses. However, farming
businesses are also invested and dedicated to their local area and community due to the longterm and generational nature of farming in the same area, and they are therefore, alongside
others in the rural community, the drivers behind the viability of local schools, agricultural and
county shows, chapels and fundraising events.
With large numbers of homes being effectively taken off the market or placed beyond the
financial reach of young local families, many are denied the chance to remain in their local
area and live in the houses of their forefathers, adding to pressures that cause young people
to leave rural areas. While visitors are welcome, those who ignore the Countryside Code create
substantial costs and compromise animal health and welfare through dog attacks, litter, fires,
trespassing, gates being left open, road blockages and ‘fly-camping’ on farmland.
To add to these costs, many local services and designated areas in Wales were stretched beyond
their ability to resource the increase in visitors when Covid-19 restrictions were lifted for a short
amount of time in 2020, particularly for mountain rescue teams and parking wardens.
Conversely, some Local Authorities are having to reduce their responsibilities and funding
towards public footpaths. This questions the carrying capacity of rural and designated areas
and to what level Local Authorities can afford to provide what are essentially free services for
certain types of tourism. Equally, it does not reflect Wales as a welcoming nation if tourists have
unpleasant experiences.
In many cases, Wales’ agricultural and tourism sectors complement each other and therefore the
long term sustainability of such businesses will rely on both being sustainable in future.

The FUW therefore calls on Local Authorities
and Councillors to:
• Ensure access to farmland and rural communities are
adequately funded
• Work closely with local police forces and Welsh Government
to ensure adequate rural policing, proportionate access
legislation and improved education to promote the
Countryside Code, particularly in designated areas and
tourist hot-spots
• Recognise that designated areas have carrying capacity limits
above which tourism can result in negative consequences for
local communities and resources
• Promote the appropriate growth in tourism which benefits
rural businesses, local residents and local food producers in a
harmonious way
• Wherever possible, work to ensure that residents and
businesses within designated areas are not subject to
restrictions and costs not present outside those areas,
either by removing such inequalities or compensating those
affected by them
• Seek to influence the governing bodies of designated areas
to prioritise the needs and culture of local people and
communities over and above the desires of visitors

13

Carbon Offsetting and Afforestation
Due to the pressures of climate change, governments and corporations across the world are
racing to pledge their own ‘net zero’ targets or claims. This has led to a surge of ‘green finance’
within both the Voluntary Carbon Market and the Natural Capital Market, primarily for offsetting
companies’ carbon emissions through woodland creation.
The Voluntary Carbon Market handled $1 billion in annual transactions in 2021 for the first time.
While this represents potential investment into rural areas as well as helping Wales reach its
tree planting targets, the FUW is concerned that this is currently manifesting into farmland
acquisition and afforestation by outside investors, as opposed to being integrated into current
land ownership, family farms and farmer or local community-led tree planting.
Figures show that during the past three years, 75% of Environmental Impact Assessment
applications for larger scale afforestation projects in Wales of over 50 hectares were from private
companies, individuals or charities based outside of Wales, with a 450% increase in applications
during the past year. A report by Green Alliance confirms that the major players within this
market would be private corporations.
Furthermore, the varying and competing demands for land are increasing, such as food
production for a growing global population, housing, rural livelihoods, energy production and
wildlife habitat, whilst carbon offsetting through afforestation is a new and growing demand.
The Green Alliance reported at the Oxford Farming Conference that an over emphasis on carbon
risks eclipsing all of these demands, yet there is simply not enough land available to offset all
emissions through afforestation.
Corporate finance into carbon offsetting and natural capital in rural areas also has the potential
to create further barriers for local tenants and young entrants. For example, large scale carbon
credits could be generated and sold from commercial forestry in upland areas, subsequently
increasing land prices and demand, and making it more difficult for young local entrants to
compete financially. These upland areas may also be more vulnerable to changes to the rural
economy and the local social and cultural factors, making it even more important to ensure
farmers and landlords are able to reside in their local communities.
The FUW therefore believes corporate-led land purchased in Wales for the purpose of carbon
or biodiversity offsetting will have negative and long-lasting impacts on rural and agricultural
communities, Wales’ culture and the Welsh language, and food production and the natural
environment if the carbon market is not regulated effectively.
Governance and planning control mechanisms will be crucial for ensuring that companies
are not provided with a ‘licence to pollute’, and that rural and agricultural communities can
continue to thrive and contribute to the climate and nature emergencies themselves.

The FUW therefore calls on Local Authorities
and Councillors to:
• Support moves that would allow the planning process
and land use change rules to be updated, to ensure any
large scale developments such as afforestation must
meet objectives that benefit and are not detrimental to
local economies, communities and culture, and do not
significantly reduce food production or biodiversity
• Work with the Welsh Government to monitor land
use and/or ownership changes in rural areas to ensure
governance and/or planning rules can be implemented
if needed, particularly if ‘green finance’ is preventing
farmers from accessing land
• Ensure the focus across all levels of government is based
on reducing carbon emissions first and foremost, as
opposed to carbon offsetting
• Scrutinise woodland creation initiatives based on their
impact on rural communities and food producing families
• Work with others to ensure existing woodland is improved
and actively managed to provide timber, sequester
carbon and increase biodiversity as opposed to focusing
solely on new plantations
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Digital Connectivity
The range of services and opportunities which are exclusively available through the internet
has grown significantly over the past decade, and access to broadband is now regarded as a
necessity by the majority of UK businesses and households.
This has become particularly visible during the Covid-19 pandemic as many have relied upon
access to broadband for keeping in contact with friends and family and to work virtually from
home.
The FUW has campaigned relentlessly over recent years for the reliability and speed of rural
broadband to be improved given that farmers of all ages are now required to use computer
technology for their online business transactions.
The FUW is fully supportive of moves which encourage the use of online services where they are
available and practical in order to reduce administrative burdens and minimise the risk of errors,
and has demonstrated this in terms of its support for RPW Online and the instrumental work the
Union has played in completing online SAF submissions on behalf of its membership.
The latest Ofcom figures from December 2020 suggest that 19% of homes in Wales can currently
access full-fibre broadband, while 94% of homes have access to superfast broadband which is
defined as providing download speeds of at least 30Mbps (megabits per second) - this falls to
78% in rural areas.
Moreover, the FUW, in cooperation with the National Federation of Women’s Institutes-Wales
(NFWI-Wales), Country Land and Business Association (CLA), National Farmers Union Cymru
(NFU Cymru) and Wales Federation of Young Farmers Clubs (Wales YFC), carried out a survey on
digital connectivity during the 2021 Royal Welsh Winter Fair.
The survey received 241 responses from individuals across Wales with more than 30% of
respondents rating their broadband as ‘poor’ or ‘not available’ in their area. More than half of the
respondents felt that they had been negatively impacted by poor broadband.
In addition, 35% of respondents stated that they would not be content with using an exclusively
online livestock recording system while 19% were unsure. Respondents felt that a paper
option must be retained due to poor broadband speed and connectivity, the complexity and
bureaucracy associated with online systems and in consideration of those with insufficient
IT skills. Half of the respondents felt that their broadband speed and reliability would be
insufficient to complete livestock records online.
More than half stated that they did not know where to access information about the funding
and support available to them to improve their broadband connection, with 47% of all
respondents selecting Local Authorities as their preferred point of contact to learn about local
service providers and connectivity.
As poor digital connectivity evidently impacts directly on Wales’ rural communities and farmers,
the FUW maintains the need for the next Welsh Government to invest into rural infrastructure to
enable farm businesses to capitalise on digital connectivity opportunities and not be left behind,
increasing the digital divide between urban and rural areas.
Many farmers are still unable to complete online SAF, BCMS or EID Cymru submissions due
to poor broadband therefore the importance of investing into such infrastructure must be
recognised before introducing an online multispecies traceability system, Cattle EID or online
resources as part of a future agricultural support scheme.
Poor digital connectivity also has a wider social impact whereby insufficient broadband and
mobile signals in rural communities have been highlighted as a barrier to victims of domestic
abuse from being able to access support. Such concerns have been highlighted by rural mental

health charities during the pandemic.
Moreover, given the rate at which rules relating to agriculture change and will change in
future, and the penalties associated with slight errors, it is essential that such changes are
communicated with the industry in accessible formats for all.
With access to reliable broadband still evidently below the national average in many rural areas
of Wales, and farm businesses representing a large proportion of those with no broadband
access, it is essential that the limitations of online services and communications are recognised
and that rural access to broadband is increased.

The FUW therefore calls on Local Authorities
and Councillors to:
• Recognise the limited extent of broadband access in
many of Wales’ rural communities and seek to ensure no
business is placed at a disadvantage as a result of moves
to further online services
• Ensure paper alternatives to online services are made
available where necessary
• Recognise broadband as an essential public service in
Wales
• Seek to secure investment into rural connectivity that
reflects the needs in current rural ‘not spots’
• Continue to allow farmers and rural residents the option
of receiving important information by post
• Work with internet service providers to ensure that all
premises within Local Authority areas have access to part
or full fibre technology before the complete phasing out
of analogue services by 2025
• Continue to provide information about the funding and
support that’s available locally to improve broadband
connectivity in rural areas
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Trading Standards
The regulation of animal health and welfare forms an integral part of the responsibilities
undertaken by local authority Trading Standards departments. However, the lack of any
formalised consistency between on-farm inspections has led to disparate approaches across
Wales and variable on-farm experiences.
It is essential that the on-farm inspections conducted by Trading Standard officials are equitable
and fair in order to ensure that livestock keepers across Wales are protected from overly
draconian or bureaucratic inspections which are not intelligence-led but rather are based solely
on provenance.

The FUW therefore calls on Local Authorities
and Councillors to:
• Work with the WLGA and other Local Authorities to
ensure a uniform approach to on-farm inspections
which is efficient and effective
• Secure an intelligence-led model which is
proportionate, even-handed and fit-for-purpose
• Ensure that the approach taken by Trading Standards
is both coherent and consistent and that the service
delivered is not dependent on provenance
• Maintain and enhance those background regulatory
services which are valuable to the agriculture and food
industry, such as analysing food samples for provenance
checks and food labelling fraud
• Future-proof such background regulatory services in an
environment of reduced portfolios, diminishing budgets
and declining staffing levels

18

Contact us for more information:
01970 820820 | post@fuw.org.uk | www.fuw.org.uk

