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The global pandemic and Russia’s war on Ukraine have led to consumers and 
businesses facing crippling increases in energy and fuel costs, global food shortages 
that will worsen over the coming months and years, inflation in farm production 
costs approaching 30% and predictions that food price inflation will reach 15%.

Our susceptibility to global events beyond our control and the importance of 
maintaining and bolstering the UK’s food and energy security has rarely been 
exposed so starkly, yet many of our domestic and international policies do little to 
address current problems and will increase our future exposure to such dangers.

While much is beyond the control of our own Governments, the FUW identifies 
five key actions which together will help relieve pressures for farmers, food 
producers and consumers in the immediate term, while bolstering our food and 
energy security in ways which reduce the dangers of future exposure to global 
emergencies. 

1.  Time to reset international trade policy
The UK Government has been pursuing liberal trade deals with distant countries 
that its own figures show will undermine UK food security while having negligible 
benefits for the UK’s economy. It’s time to place our food security at the heart of 
policymaking.

• Despite the clear warnings of the coronavirus pandemic and the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, the UK Government has continued to pursue trade policies 
that will increase our reliance on food imports and open up UK markets to 
imports or products that do not meet our own standards. The UK Government 
must revise this policy and focus on trade policies that place UK food security 
at the top of the agenda.

• The Trade (Australia and New Zealand) Bill currently passing through the UK 
parliament would, if passed, give the UK’s final seal of approval to the first 
agreed trade deals under this dangerous policy; the UK Government’s impact 
assessment show that the economic benefits for the UK are measured in 
fractions of one percent, yet our food and farming industry in Wales and the UK 
is set to see production and prices undermined and lose hundreds of millions a 
year. The UK Government should withdraw the bill, and if they do not do so the 
UK Parliament must oppose the Bill.

 2. Good relations should be restored with 
      our nearest neighbours
Our nearest neighbouring countries, the majority of which are EU members, 
are members of the most stable trade partnership in the world, and have acted 
rapidly to secure European food security in the face of threats, the likes of which 
have not been seen since the Second World War. The UK Government is seeking 



to implement policies through a unilateral change in law that the overwhelming 
majority of commentators believe break International Law, threaten our 
relationship with such countries and both imports to and exports from the UK.

• Working closely with our nearest neighbours represents the most practical, 
carbon-friendly way of restoring UK food security while protecting our own food 
and farming industry. The UK Government must seek to restore its relationship 
with the EU and neighbouring countries in order to protect UK food security.

• The UK Government’s Northern Ireland Protocol Bill is designed to allow 
changes to the UK-EU Free Trade Agreement that will undermine UK food 
security by compromising the UK’s relationship with our nearest neighbours, 
and may also trigger a trade war with neighbours at a time when cohesion 
is essential. By breaking International Law, the UK Government will also 
undermine our standing on the international stage. The UK Government must 
halt all unilateral actions in relation to the Northern Ireland Protocol and 
re-enter negotiations with the European Union which has already offered 
numerous concessions in relation to Northern Ireland.

3. Time for a renewable energy revolution
Our reliance on and exposure to global fossil fuel markets has been laid bare 
by the impacts of the pandemic and Russia’s war on Ukraine. Vast amounts of 
renewable energy are produced on Welsh farmland, but we have only tapped into 
a fraction of what is possible. Energy production using fossil fuels is second only 
to business in terms of contributions to Wales’ greenhouse gas emissions, and is 
the second highest contributor in the UK after transport.

• Renewable energy production in Wales has increased dramatically over 
the past decade, with a vast proportion of that energy produced on Welsh 
farmland. However, growth in recent years has slowed significantly as 
Government incentives for farmers have been removed. Both the UK and Welsh 
Governments must step up efforts that restore growth in the industry by 
incentivising on-farm production of renewable energy - thereby reducing our 
reliance on fossil fuels and imported energy.

• The removal of business rate relief for privately-owned hydropower projects has 
served as a significant barrier to investment, while obstacles such as landscape 
designations and disproportionate regulations continue to block developments. 
Government should seek to remove barriers and restore incentives in order to 
boost agriculture’s contribution to our energy security.

4. Rethinking domestic agricultural and rural policies
The UK’s departure from the EU has led to the UK Government reducing spending 
on food and agriculture by hundreds of millions, threatening our food security by 
undermining farm businesses and the thousands of upstream and downstream 
businesses and jobs that rely on farm production. Meanwhile, the refocusing of 



agricultural policies on environmental issues threatens to eclipse the importance 
of maintaining food production.

• The UK Government’s failure to replace EU agriculture, rural development and 
structural funding breaks a key promise made by those who lobbied for the UK 
to leave the EU, and undermines the farmers and food producers who provide 
three quarters of the food we rely on. The UK Government must restore such 
funding to what it would have been had the UK remained a member of the EU, 
in order to bolster food security by supporting farmers and food producers.

 
• Proposed agricultural and rural policies and funding mechanisms have 

increasingly become focussed on environmental benefits, eclipsing the 
importance of maintaining food production. Food production and the 
protection of our family farms and rural communities must be placed on an 
equal footing with environmental objectives in order to maintain and enhance 
UK food security in an environmentally sustainable manner.

5. Financial support for critical industries
Countries across the EU have announced support packages worth hundreds of 
billions in order to support businesses suffering as a result of massive price rises 
and to bolster and boost food production. By comparison, the support provided 
in the UK has been negligible, risking a reduction in our capacity to produce key 
commodities and increasing our exposure to current global shortages.

• While Inflation in the UK is approaching ten percent, the rate of inflation in 
terms of the cost for farmers of producing food is almost three times this 
level, threatening the viability of the businesses that feed our nations. UK 
Governments must act now to place UK farmers on an equal footing with 
farmers in the EU who are receiving funding to make up for such escalations in 
food production costs.

 
• Inflation in the costs of energy and other key inputs throughout our food 

supply chains is adding additional pressures for businesses that are critical in 
terms of food production, leading countries across the EU to provide financial 
assistance and incentives for businesses such as food processors and fertiliser 
manufacturers. UK Governments must act now to relieve pressures on the 
food supply chain by providing direct financial assistance and tax breaks for 
industries which are critical to our food production and security.


